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gone but
memories linger in bowl

BY ELMA BELL
News staff writer

If you subscribed to The Birmingham
Age-Herald in 1911, your carrier may have
presented you with a carnival glass bowl
bearing a picture of the building where the
paper was printed. If you think he did, you
might want to start hunting for the bowl
and put it in a safe place. It may be worth
$3,000.

There are supposed to be only five of the
bowls left, according to an authority on
antiques who writes a column for a nation-
al news service. Two have been unearthed
right here in Birmingham.

Mrs. Ruby Davis has one of them and
Billy Barksdale owns the other. Both are a
little surprised to discover that they own
such a valuable “collectible.”

‘'Several years ago there were ads in the
papers offering $300 for the bowls,” Mrs.
Howard Barksdale recalls. “'I pointed
them out to my son, but he wasn’t interest-
ed in selling his bowl.”

The bowl was given to Billy’s grand-
mother, the late Mrs. Mozelle Lipscomb,
when she was in her early teens.

“THE PAPER BOY was her sweet-
heart,” Mrs. Barksdale says. “The bowl
was always in our home when I was a
girl...I used to put hickory nuts in it. I
remember that thing being in the family
all my life, but I didn’t really care any-
thing about it and it was passed on to my
sister, Hazel Perkins.

“When I was in Orlando, Fla., visiting
her, she told me to bring the bowl home to
Billy because he had gone to work for The
Birmingham News and she thought he
would enjoy having the bowl.”

Barksdale still isn’t especially interest-
ed in selling his bowl. When he could have
sold it for $300 he explained to his mother

that if he did sell it he would buy some golf
clubs he wanted and then he would sell
those and he would end up without any-
thing. “'I'll just keep it,” he said. “‘It
wasn't given to me to sell.” Mrs. Barks-
dale admits she immediately put the bowl
in her china cabinet when the story came
out about it being worth $3,000. It was just
sitting out where it could have been
broken.

MRS. DAVIS took her bowl off the
television and put it in her china cabinet
also, when the story came out. She was
given the bowl by her mother-in-law, Mrs
F.J. Davis in 1940,

“Her carrier gave it to her for a Christ-
mas present and she kept it all those
years," Mrs. Davis says.

Her bowl has traveled all over the
United States with her. “*And it is still in
good shape,” she says. “‘Several years ago
a woman offered me $500 for it, but I
thought T would just keep the bowl for a
while. I really wasn't interested in her
offer.”

Asked if she was interested in $3,000,
Mrs. Davis said, ‘‘I certainly am!" with-
out a moments hesitation.

FOR THOSE who want to know what to
look for in their atties, the bowls are
medium size and are a deep rose color with
tones of purple and gold. The glass has an
iridescent look and was called taffeta
lustre.

In the bottom of the bowl there is a
raised design depicting the old Age-Herald
building. Immediately beneath the build-
ing is the date 1911 and a raised inscription
reading, “Carrier Greetings.”

The building still stands today. It is at
2107 Fifth Ave. North and is described by
0. N. Todd, owner of the business now
occupying it, as a sturdy, wonderful old
building.
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THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS-AGE-HERALD % December 31, 1931

1. HISTORY

= (a) Established (The News) March 14, 1884.
(The Age-Herald) 1874 as the Weekly Iron Age.

(b) Founder (The News) Rufus N. Rhodes.
(The Age-Herald) F. W. Grace, Willis Roberts.

(c) Changes in ownership and consolidations:

THE NEWS

1910, Victor H. Hanson bought The Birmingham  News stock
Rhodes.

1920. April 19, News absorbed The Ledyger

1927, June 1, Age-Heradd consodiduted with The News.
Lengih of time under present management: 21 years.

THE AGE-HERALD

1881, Founder sold to W. G Garrett and Trank Vo Evans,

1882, Daily Age and Sunday Observer incorporibed,

1883,  Evans sold his interest to J. Looand RO Walkins.

1889. Age and Herald which was also started by Rufus N Rhodes consolidited as Age-Herald.

1895. Daily State and Age-llerald comsolidated as Stale Herall

1897. E. W. Barrett bought State Herahd and changed the name back to Age-Herald.

1927,  Age-Herald consolidated with The News to form the morning unit of a twenty-four hour newspaper,
Both The News and Age-Herald had @ Sunday paper up Lo the time of their consolidation when they
were unified, forming the News-Age-llerald.

Length of time under present ownership, four years.

2. MANAGEMENT

owned Dby the estade of the Lte Rulus N

VooH. Hanson

(2) Present OWHER: s s wuiewan S b <o Sulai e SaT s i s e e T e s 0k aahe b
(b)) Present publisher . ... ioe i son s o asn S shve st das s s ms s s S s V. . Hanson
(C)1 ASSISTANt to PUBLSHET . .00« peiie 00 CERREREE EERERT DRI SR DR SR B s . E. Chappel?
() Secretary and (reabUrer owe e swre s o 850 L Pay w003 F TR R SR GRS s e I, . Clark
(e) Advertising direclor ..o ouiue i s e Geo, O Biggers
(f) General Advertising Mamifer ..o oo ieoeniiiininniiie e W. (. Gullahorn
(g) Classified MANAZET L .vs v e nsimiies sotasen sieoese isat s rmres asss ooty R, E. Faherty

3. EDITORIAL PROGRAM

(a) Outline of Basic Editorial Policy
Democratic without being slavishly partian; liveral without any tendency toward radicalism; conservative
without being hidebound,  Constructive amd progressive. Opposed to povernment in businessoas baroas
this is practicable in complicated civilizition, Svmpathetic oo capital inoits eftorts o build und develop,
News columns are fair amd unbigsed. Papers ¢onducted on the theory that the puble has a right to fair
presentalion of both sides of argument; from which it may draw its own conclusions: Editorial pige alone
reserved for expression of opinion ol the newspapers.

(b) Contributions to Public Service
Give £10,000 annually in educating twenty bovs and girls at five Alabama colleges; each heing given four-
year course with all necessary expenses paid; this program now in its ninth consecutive  year; give
$2,500 annually for revoiving scholarship loan funds at state normal school: give annually 500 loving
cup to that citizen of Birmingham who during the year has rendered the greatest service to the city; have
been great factors in road-building, wellure, health and educational programs, city, county and state; ex-
ceedingly liberal in money, space and editorial support of all constructive, public programs.

(e) Appeals to all classes

(d) Political affiliations—Democratic

4, CONTENTS
el B B0 }_

(a) Average number of pages in duily issues: 1930: 49.55 (News 27.32; Age-Herald 22.2]
(b) Average number of pages in Sunday issue 1930: 92,

(¢) Number of columns per page: 8.

(d) Depth of column: 2214 inches or 312 lines.

(e) Average number of columns per issue during 1930

Advertising Age-Herald Columns News Columns Sunday Columns
Bobiil a s vieamn s gamamss e s 11 81 102
Generall o spiapss S s ne & 21 21 in.s
Automobive ..o iveiay dinaaia e b 5 34.5
FInancial ..o commns vosms ss o i 7 7 5.9
CHssIfEd . vrmvsamms memmee e 11 11 39.23
Reading (Composite Average of the three papers)

Lioeal mwews ' i s Semiea b ey SR i RS SIS S et s 60 columns

o0 columns

Wirs HEWS o.ovs S e e Senaiinas S PEeaens eneme o
Ig'ditm'iul o i W b PR SRR SRS SRR R N TR 16 columns
FEAEUTES vovv s ovn oimie e sieie o sas sorisia sm s oie @ s ain v o se s s d W00 §Eauiin ddus s 47 columns
Business and FNancial ovow i v onmven sim s ssr pav e sam v s smas s 10 columns
(f) Percentage of reading matter and advertising carried during 1930:
AAVEFHISANE o cmmemna s wew v LR Redding maller o oo L R
(g) Exclusive news service controlled by Birmingham News and Age-Herald:
Associated Press (24-hour service) International News Service

United Press (night service) Pacific and Atlantic Picture Service
Wide World Kadel and Herbert
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1s measured in years

Newspaper’s journey

By the time it reached
3irmingham—a journey
neasured not in miles but in
rears—the little outfit of type
ind the Washington hand
wess on which the infant
dty's first newspaper was
rrinted had been around.

The journey started in
843, vears hefore anvone
ven dreamed there would he

city named Birmingham
prawling through Jones Val-
.

Elvton was the onlv settle-
aent of any size; there was
o railroad: eontact with the
orld bevond Red Mountain
a8 irregular.

Somel? the mail came,
ometim® it didn't, and the
eople in the vallev — those
‘ho could read — hungered
r & regular source of news.

The first attempt to satisfy
1at hunger came in 1843,
‘hen  The Jones Vallev
‘imes was founded.

As a newspaper, its impact
as limited: In an age when
BWSDEpers were more opin-
m journals than anything
s, the Times politics. we
re told. “were neither fish,
esh or fowl.” It lasted only
vo vears, and its editor’s
eme is lost to history,
yFor the printing outfit it-
A, however, the sty was
alv beginning.

FIRST AS the (‘entral Ala-
amian, then as The Elvion
erald, the same equipment

different hands was used

publish newspapers in Ely-

n uniil 1871 when Robert
. Henlex, the first mayor of
e upstarl new town two
iles away. bought it and
oved the outfit to Birming-
im, where it became the
Iv's first newspaper: The

rmingham Sun.

While Mavor Henley op-
ated the Sun for only six
onths, his paper set a
rong  “hoost-Birmingham™
ecedent which was to be
llowed by virtually all of

nse which came later.

THE CITY'S FIRST per-

anenent daily newspaper

s founded in 1874, Called

1 Iron Ape, it was run by

en whn had ties to the

rlier davs of juurnalism in

fferson County; Frank M.

race. the editor, was the

n ol one-time Central Ala-

imian editor Bavlis Grace,

id bhusiness manager Eras-

5 Uantley was the vounger

brother of Elyton Herald
editor John Cantley.

The publisher and owner of
the Iron Age was Willis
Roberts, who published it
until 1881, when he sold it
and went into the job print-
ing business, founding the
Roberts and Son firm which
is still in business in Birm-
ingham.

Birmingham, despite such
setbacks as a cholera epi-
demie, was hooming by then,
and the Iron Age prospered,
too, The 1831 purchasers, W,
C. Garrett and F. \'. Evans,
changed its name to the
Daily Age, and the next vear
it was mergedg wizh The
Observer, the :%e:ceﬁam of
The Birmingham Sun.

Evans sold his interest in
the Age in 1883 and joined
George M. Cruikshank in
publishing 2 new paper in
competition with The Daily
Age. This was The Sunday
Chronicle, which still another
member of the Grace family
— David B., soh of Frank
and grandson of Baviis
Grace—joined in 1884, when
publication of The Evening
Chronicle hegan.

IN 1887, A n who was
destined to \4\'1'&"l orfe of the
mnst enduring records in the
history of Birmingham news-
papers and newspapermen
made hiz appearance: In
association with a group in-
cluding W. P. Pinckard and
F. P. Oliver, Rufus Napolean
Rhodes, a native Mississippi-
an who came to Birmingham
to be a part of an exciting
young city's quest for great-
ness, founded The Daily
Herald.

Rhodes left that paper
shortly, and it was merged
two vears after its founding
with the Age to become The
ABg'a-Her{ld. & fixture in the

AT

gham Jour
world until its merger with
The Birmingham Post to
create the Birmingham Post-
Herald in 1950.

But Rufus Rhodes’ greatest
contributions to journalism in
Birmingham—and to Birm-
ingham itself, of which he
proved to be one of the most
effective and  imaginative
promoters—were vet to
come,

The most momentous day
in his life, and a historic day
in  Birmingham's life, was
March 14, 1888,

Age Herald Building about 1911

That day saw the publica-
tion of the first issue of The
Evening News, which proudly
proclaimed Editor and Pub-
lisher Rhodes' slogan for his
new paper: “Great is Bir-
mingham, and The News is
its Prophet.”

Within & year and a half,
the circulation of The News
— whose name changed from
The Evening News to The
Daily News in 1820, and to
The Birmingham XNews in

where he had been advertis-
ing manager for 12 vears,
Hanson was a newspaper
“natural.” The son of a
successful newspaper pub-
lisher, Maj. Henry C. Han-
son, voung Hanson was 11

vears old when he began his
own first newspaper in
Macon, Ga, — an enterprise

which he sold for $2.000 at
the age of 15.

Victor Hanson purchased
one-fourth of the stock in The

: irmingham News and was
amed vice president and
‘general manager in (999,

died and Hanson b

the business and have a
newspaper forever under
hondage; or we could print
the story and kill the news-

§_ Within a vear, Rufus Rhodes

" general manager and pub-
i lisher, purchasing Rhodes’
“stock from his widow. His
‘ former boss in Montgomery,
‘Frank P. Glass, another
. well-known figure in Ala-
" bama iournalism, purchased
- one-fourth of the stock and
became cditor.

It wasn't long before the
new puhlisher's mettle was
' tested in the sternest possible
way.

The present News publish-
er, Clarence B. Hanson Jr.

paper i diatelv. I went to
bed thinking that my news-
paper career in Birmingham
had ended, because we did
print the story. And the bank
did call the note","

But The News — which
was the only local paper to
print the storv—was saved
by the intervention of anoth-
er banker who was impres-
sed by Hanson's courageous
decision tn, as he put it, “put
the integrity of this newspa-
per ahead of every other
consideration,”

experience in all depart-
ments of the paper — had
succeeded his uncle after the
latter's death in March 1945,
while the younger Hanson
was serving as 8 major in
the Air Force.

Under the arrangement
which became a model cop-
ied in many other rcities,
competing news and editorial
voices were preserved in
Birmingham by combining
certain - manuvfacturing and
business operations.

Under the agreement, in
Mav 1850 the Age-Herald
ceased publication and the
afternoon Post became the

“While Mavor Henley operated

only six months, his paper set a
} Birmingham’ precedent which was to be followed
by virtually all those which came later.”

The Sun for
strong ‘boost

‘Chappell,

the nephew of Victor Hanson.
described the events this way
in a 1967 address to the New-
comen Societv:

500X AFTER Mr. Han-
son acquired majority owner-
ship of the property from
Mrs. Rhodes, Birmingham
and the state were convulsed
by the double suicide of the
socially prominent wife of an
important hanker and an
equally well-known hachelor.
Mr. Hanson was heavily in
debt for the purchase of the
Rhodes stock, Immediately
he was subjected to intolera-
ble pressure to suppress the
story of the suicide by pow-
erful people. In fact, he was
told that to publish the story

would cause his loan to be
called and he would be
bankrupt.

“‘Mr. Hanson said later,
‘When the threat was made
to take steps which would
surely kill the newspaper, |
knew [ could make a choice
+ « « to kill the story, save

The public obviously was
impressed, ton, for The News
rapidly  zained readership
and circulation, growing with
the citv. It was so successful,
in fact. that in 1920 The
Birminzham Ledger, at that
time & competitive afternoon
daily founded in 1896, sus-
pended publication and was
absorhed by The News.

The Age-Herald continued
to publish & morning newspa-
per.

IN 1921 ANOTHER com-
petitor entered the afternoon
field—the S cri p ps-Howard
entry, The Birmingham Post.

In 1827 The News purchas-
ed the Age-Herald, which
thereafter was published in
The News Building.

Eventually, as competitive
pressures grew, a unique
publishing agreement was
worked out in Birmingham
under the leadership of News
Publisher Clarence Hanson,
who — by then with 13 vears’

Post-Herald, a moming
newspaper. While the Post.
Herald's news and editorial
staffs are located in The
News Building, the two news-
papers retain separate iden-
tities, with the Birmingham
News Co. acting as publish-
ing agent for the Scripps-
Howard-owned Post-Herald.

STILL ANOTHER impor-
tant date in the history of
The Birmingham News (and
Birmingham newspapers) is
Dec. 1, 1953, when announce-
ment was mads of the sale of
The News to Samuel 1. New-
house. The purchase price
at that time was the high-
est ever paid for a news-
paper in American history.

The decisive reason for
selling to Newhouse rather
than any other prospective
buyer, the announcement
said, was his policy of insist-
ing that his newspapers he
operated locally and inde-

pendently—a policy which
still prevails,

Clarence Hanson is still the
publisher of The News and
another Hanson—Victor H.
Hanson II, his great-uncle's
namesake—is vice president
and general manager. con-
tinuing  the management
which had its beginnings in
the early days of Birming-
ham’s historv.

The histors of Birmingham
newspapers is a history of
events and names—events
including those histaric ones
recalled in other sections of
this special centennial edi-
tion; names like those men-
tioned previously—(Grace and
Cantley, Rhodes and Glass
and Hanson, among others—-
and names like James A,
Charles A. Fell,
and Harry B. Bradlev of The
News and James E. Mills of
the Post-Herald, as well as
those of newspapermen and
newspaperwomen stil active-
ly helping to record (and,
sometimes contribute tor the
day-in, day-out historv of &
city just reaching its 100th
birthday.

Names like Vincent Town-
send, vice president and as-
sistant to the publisher of
The News, and John W,
Bloomer. News managing
editor; Duard LeGrand. edi-
tor of the Post-Herald: and
SCOres more—some  with
well-known  bylines, others
working anonymously but in-
dispensably in essential jobs
from copy desk to the com-
posing room.

It's been a “newsy” — and
exciting first  hundred
vears for newspapers and
newspapermen in Birming-
ham. And others will come
along to report the great and
small events of Birming-
ham's second centurv in the
tradition of those whe hauled
that first printing press and
box of type around .ones
Valley even before there was
a Birmingham.

1834 — exceeded that of all
of the other newspapers in
the city combined.
ANOTHER mementous pe.
rindd in the history of newspa-
pers in Birmingham began in
1908, when Rhodes persusded
a young man named Victor |
H. Hanson to leave The,'
Montgomer: Advertiser. |

#
BEa=—
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New Daily Newspaper
Will Make Its Debut
In Birmingham Monday

A Statement By The Birmingham News
Company:

NEXT MONDAY MORNING, May 15th, a new daily
newspaper will be born in Birmingham.

It will be the Birmingham Post-Herald, a six-day morn-
ing newspaper. It will be a Scripps-Howard newspaper, edited
by James E. Mills.

It will be printed in the plant of The Birmingham News,
but will be entirely separate and distinct, editorially and in
its news columns, from the evening and Sunday News.

The last issue of The Birmingham Age-Herald will be
published tomorrow ‘morning, Saturday, May 13th, and the
last edition of The Birmingham Post will be issued tomor-
row, Saturday, afternoon.

The editorial and news department of The Post will move
into The Birmingham News building Sunday, and will edit
and prepare for publication the first issue of The Post-Herald
Sunday night.

One organization will handle all of the business affairs
of the two newspapers. One advertising staff, one circulation

force, one accounting department under the management !

of The Birmingham News, will employ the force (except
only news and editorial employes) , sell the advertising, dis-
tribute the newspapers, collect the income and pay the bills.

Constantly mounting publication costs have already
forced the elimination of many newspapers in all parts of the
United States. Mergers, consolidations and sales of news-
papers have been widespread and will continue to develop
the next few years. .

The kind of operation described here is in some respects
unique. It is intended to effect business economies and make
as solid as possible the financial underpinning of each of the
remaining newspapers in Birmingham, while giving the read-
ing public the benefit of two widely different and inde-
pendent editorial policies, one in the morning field and the
other evening and Sunday,

There will be no common ownership between the two
papers. No stockholder of one owns any stock in the other.
Neither has, or will have, any relation whatever to the news
and editorial policies of the other. The relationship is wholly
physical, mechanical and commercial.

The body will be one body, but the mind and the soul
of each will be separate from the other.

THE BIRMINGHAM NEWS COMPANY,

*» * -

]
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A Statement By The Birmingham Post:

EFFECTIVE MONDAY, May 15, there will be @ major
change in Birmingham’s newspaper picture,
On Saturday, May 13, The Birmingham Post will issue

| its last edition. On Monday a new Scripps-Howard news-

paper, combining all the best features of The Birmingham
Post and The )}gevHemld will appear in the morning field

o pder the mameiof The Post-Herald. This new paper. hence-

1@{&%& gk P

Srth will be the Birmingham expression of the editorial
policies of ScrippszHoward. James E, Mills, editer_of The

oA -]

ETU hame: " Wi 51§ ST "
The e itorial staff of The 'irﬁmﬁwﬁﬁ’%ﬂ transfer
o the new morning paper and will produce the first issue of
The Post-Herald on Monday, May 15, from its new quarters
on the second floor of the enlarged Birmingham News Build-

. ing. The business office and circulation departments of The

Post will be discontinued.

The Birmingham News daily and Sunday will continue
unchanged as to format ond editorial policy. The Post-
Herald will continue the format and the editorial policy of
Scripps-Howard as Birmingham has been accustomed to it
in The Post. Henceforth, one advertising and one circulation
staff, both located in The News Building, will serve all three
papers, morning, evening and Sunday.

This newest technique in newspaper production, one
circulation and one advertising department, serving two
wholly independent newspapers, is a development of the past
few years. It evolved as the natural result of the tremendous
and inescapable increases in production costs which in many
cities have outstripped the earning powers of newspapers.

In Birmingham the rebuilt and greatly augmented plant
of The News will be used for the production of both papers.
Co-incidentally, enlarged advertising and circulation depart-
ments of The News will take over the merchandising of the
morning, evening and Sunday newspapers.

During the past decade, the inability of many papers to
meet mounting production and distribution costs has resulted
in their death or their absorption by financially stronger
competitors. The result has been a regrettable reduction of
the journalistic voices of these communities. Often, this cur-
tailment of newspaper expression has been contrary to the
desires of even the surviving newspaper. This is because
vigorous and balanced editorial competition is the life blood

| of successful newspapers, and in the public interest.

While the city will have one less daily paper, it will have
two highly competitive ones, each with its individual news
and editorial appeal. The Birmingham News' voice will be
heard in the evening and Sunday fields, and The Post-
Herald'’s in the morning field.

The two newspapers will be completely independent and
aggressively competitive. The owners of The Birmingham
News will have no representation or voice in The Post-
Herald. The Post-Herald, a Scripps-Howard newspaper, will
be completely disassociated from the news and editorial
policies of The Birmingham News.

Each paper will maintain its own completely independent
editorial staff operating from its own quarters in The Bir-
mingham News Building. Each will also maintain its own
corporate entity. There will be no interchange of or over-

lapping stock holdings. There will be no interlocking di-

rectors.
We believe that the interests of the people of Birming-

' ham, and of the State of Alabama, will be better served by

the re-alignment.
THE BIB_MINGHAM POST.

[Bottom of Article
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An Age-Herald History;
Q#Llow A Grg_t_ Paper Grew

-

The Age-Herald’s history has run con-
currently with that of the city of Bir-
mingham, even before the publication
of the tirst daily newspaper, The Daily
Age, In 1882, for the Weekly 1ron Age
was founded in 1874, only thréa years
after the incorporation of the new
town, and this name has figured ak a
part of Birmingham's history ever slnce
that time. The paper had a hapd strug-
gle in” the early days Just as did the
young city, It passed through many
ownerships, It represented several con-
solldations and mergers.of other papers,
It flowered in boom times and almost
withered in the chill blasts of the deo-
pression and panic periods. Under other
names its predecessors were used in
gome. of the early days to exploit per-
sonal fortunes, '

The Age-Herald really siarted its
great misslon in Birmingham and Ala-
bama at the time it was acquired by the
Iate Bdward W, Barrett on August 1,
1897, o date which was almost synchro-
nous with the demonstration that the
‘making of steel from Birmingham. ores
was commerclally practicable, That is
when Birmingham's really phenomenal
period began and it is the date when
The Age-Herald actually started upon
its ‘momentous career, Mr. Barreit's
death occurred only a few days before
‘hig twenty-fifth anniversary as proprie-
tor of the paper and The Age-Herald
was acquired from the Barrett estate by
Frederick 1. Thompson and Comer asso-
‘clates in Oetober, 1922 .
‘Since that date it has entered upon
‘the greatest period of expansion and
usefulness in ita history. A chronology
of Age-Herald history runs dl_ follows:

' ki :
1874, Weekly Xron Age founded
Koberts and his' som,
Charles Boberts. e
1880, Roberts and son sold Irom
" mge to W. O. Garrett and B. H,
i+ Thornton.’ ' 4
', 1881, 'Frank V. Evans bought
R. H. Thorntonr interest In Iron Age.
1881. (December.) Garrett and
Evans bégan lssulng the Dally Ape,
Birmingham's first dally newspaper.
1882, J, 'L, Watking and K. H.
Watkins t}fl.l'l!llal_ﬂ Weekly Observer
from R, H, Baiigh, - % = .0
1883, Obgerver, and Age donsoll-
' dnted by Watking Brothers and Gar-
rett and Bvans, and The Yron Age
began publishing  Assdclated Fress
" dispatchen. ] ¥
1884, ¥Frank V. Evans sold Inter-
'est i wnd founded Bundasy Morning
Chronlcle, d \
1887, © W. P. Pinckerd, Rufus N.
! Rhodes, ¥rank P, 0'Brien and oth-
ers founded Birmingham Ierald,
which gave city its second morning
dally, and scom afterwards pur-
chased stock of the Dally Iron Age,
and The Age-Herald came' into be-

ing,

. 1894, Into reselvership following. .
the great panie, with Frank #
Evans ns receiver. ' Parchased by
Frank P. 0'Brien at recciver's sale,
but retalned only short period.

1898, The Dally State, founded by

H. M. Wilson, Charles H. Greer,
John W, Temlinson and others, who
Jmmedintely - acquired Frank P,
O'Brlen’s Interest in The Age-Her-

nld snd ochanged the name of the

" paper to the State-Flerald.

1807, State-Iernld - nequired by
Edward W, Barrett August i, and
the name Age-Herald restored.
1972,  Acquired by Frederick T.
Thompson in asseciatlon with the
Comer interests, with Mr. Thomp-
son in' control ms editor and pub-.
Haher.

i

/This', publication began at

organize a stock company, take the As-'
soclated Press dispatches and make The
Age a full-fledged, up-ito-date morning
newspaper. This was done and the first
real dally paper for Birmingham began
Its career with the Iron Age Publishing
company as its owners and publishers.

In 1884 ¥Frank V. IZvans, who had been
proesident of the Age Publishing com-
pany, sold his stocik thersin and began
the publication of the Sunday Morning
Chronicle, a weekly newspaper. The
Chronicle found ready response to its
appeal for patronage. After a few
months George M, Crulkshank of “Tal-
lndega purchased an interest and be-
came actively associated with Mr., Idv-
ans in the conduct of the Chronicle.
With increased growth and development
of Birmingham, demand for an after-
noon dally was apparent, and KEvans,
and Crufkshank, adding to the flrm D,
B. Grace, launched the Evening Chron-
icle, which soon found steadily Increu~|
Ing growth. ; |
., Changing ownership and control sev-|
eral times, The Chronlcle was finally
purchased and consolidated with the
‘Birmingham News, which had been
launched in the boom days by Rufus
N. Rhodes from Tennessee.

When Herald Flourished,

- In 3887 W, P. Plnckard, Rufus N.

Rhodes, ¥rank P, O'Brien and others

Isunched the Birmingham Herald, which
gave the city a second morning daily.
) a period
when the ‘great tidal wave for the up-
buillding of Birmingham was at it
heilght, Thousands of capital was in-
vested in the paper and a lavish ex-
penditure of money and the employment
of talent sdon placed It in the front
rank of southern dally newspapers.

‘Under the sirong competing force of
the Herald, the .Dally Age was forced
to change bhands, the Watkins brothers
and W, C. Garrett dlsposing of thelr In-
terest to the Bethea brothers and others,
It was soon apparent that the fleld
wag not large enough for two morning
dailly :newspapers and consolidation was
the only solutlon of the proposition.
The Herald then purchased the stocl
of thé-Dally ‘Age and The Age-Herald
became Birmingham's only morning
daily newspaper,

Bhortly after this consolldation Rufus
N, Rhodes, who had temporarily sus-
pended the Evening News while actively
engaged on the Dally Herald, resumed
publication of the News and retired
from .the morning paper. 'The News |
then leaped forward by leaps and

.| bounds under the Rhodes leadershlp,

- Trouble Follows Panic

In 1884 The Age-Herald was forced
Into the handa of a receiver on account
of financial entanglements, and the
court appoeinted Frank V. Hvans as re-
celver, For. two years the paper was
conducted under his raecelvership, with

Jhvans as edltor in charge. At the
recelver's gale Frank P. O'Brien be-
came the purchaser, hut retained posses-
slon only a brief perlod of time.

A number of gentlemen who desired |
to promulgate a political propaganda— |
‘the 16 to 1 idea—about this time began
publication of a deily called The State,
which had for its editors and publish-
ers Messrs, H. M. Wilson and Charles
H, Greer, two well-known Alabama
Journallsts, with the late Col, John W,
Tomlinsen as principal stockholder and
director. N

The interest In The Age-Herald that
was held for a brlef time by Frank P,
O’Brien was then acguited by the Dally
State and the much-tossed-about, hy-
phenated morning paver had its name
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With this issue, The Birmingham
ge-Herald completes its course. Hu-
an institutions, like human beings,
vme to the end.

But this newspaper, which is an en-
ty in itself, something more than any
- all of the people who have made it,
m contemplate its end in & way no
an could do. For some of the people
ho have made it, with it through this
st day, can stand off, so to speak,
1d consider its life, its meaning.
These people are not merely the pa-
er, as the paper is mot merely ‘the
zople who make it. They can view
, in & measure, then, as the entity
wat it is, which is about to die. But,
wradoxically, being what they are,
ey are the paper looking upon its
1d.

* *® L
Above all, they realize, in this reck-

1ing, that that which has been good in
uman life never dies except in a lim-
ed sense, but goes on. The Age-Her-
d will go on in the hearts and minds
¥ the people it has served.

Standing off from itself, it can say
+ Paul’s words, “I have fought a good
ght, I have finished my course, I have
ept the faith.” Certainly those of us
ho now try, in a way, to stand off
urselves and see it pass, feel that
ay. And we feel that way because of

At The Road’s End

things going far beyond anything any-
one of us mqy have done.

For The Age-Herald has had its own
life, its own meaning. It has been a
living thing in itself, something com-
pounded and ereated of the devotion
and the consgience and the labor of
countless people, many still here, many
‘more mow gone. ’

And that which it has been, for the
most part, has been good and decent
and honorable.

Apart from ourselves—those of us
who are here at the end—others, we

‘hope, will make that testimony. To

that The Age-Herald aspires, on its
last day, even as a man would do like-
wise.

Always, at time of such passing,

there is much heartbreak. There are

those who, in the parting, must turn
in inescapable disruption and sadness
to other things. But one help is that
the things that matter most can be
seen the more clearly, sought the more
earnestly.
v+ =

It has been a long course—like to
that of a man given four score years.

Two things, above all, The Age-Her-
ald has sought to do throughout that
course.

It has sought the truth.

It has sought to serve the public
welfare,

truth, of course, that serves the pubhc
welfare,

That has been a stupendous tas?@.
The Age-Herald could not have hopei
to meet it except in a very limite
imperfect way. But it has sought faithe
fully to do its utmost. p

Now, as it looks back on its whold
course, faces its end, it can hope— |~

That the spirit of this community 1{,

)

on the whole, better rather than worse

because it has been.
That, becatise of it, its readers har§
known more of the truth, understoo
more of reality. F
That it has stood forth honestly fof
what it believed to be right. ;
And that our community, our stat d;
our South, our nation—and our world
and all mankind—have gained in some
measure because of what it has dond.
Other papers will now carry on with
this task, just as other men carry o'g
always in the place of those who gb
before. Theirs be the torch to carr'j}
high.
In them, it may be hoped, there uet
will live gomething of The Age- Hem!d.
But apart from that, The Age-Hex-
ald, in whatever of good report it hos
accomplished, will have its own un-
ending life.
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The two purposes unite. It is the
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s shown above,

Times have changed since The A e-Herald was published, a
Especially have automobiles and styles in men's hats changed.
cycle to get around, mn old American custom, is unidentified.
Hicks, stersotyper; Frank (7) Bivins, assistant pressman; Pete Good, pressman,
J'K. Patterson, an employe; George Britton, circulation man; !
S. Ryall, circulation manager and later city clerk; E. C. Tobin, accountant, now wi
Torry and owner of the picture, and another unidentified man about town.

Next, reading from left to right,

See next page for article that goes with above photo

at 1816 Second Avenue, North.

The newsboy on the left, who used a bi-
are C. H.

driver of the contraption;

Bruce Sommerville, advertising collector;
th McConnell, White &




Purchase Of Newspapers
By Present Owners
Made In 1927

Editor's Note: This is the sixth and final
artlele giving the history of The Blrmingham
Age-iferaid, Tietures for The Age-Hesald hile
tory were collected b
doyrtesy of the
Jones, Mrs. Margaret R, M
Burnwell, Mrs, Alfred Luckie, Mrs, Victor M.
Ttandolph, Charles Roberis and Joseph ¥
Johuston, Jr. I1'ersons giving valuable infor-
. mation to Mr. Bob Baker were Mrs. John BH.

&

Iteid, Mrs. H. 8, Ryall, Mrs, Fay Miles Ben-
ton, Mrs. H. G. Band, Mr. Band, D. B, Grace
and Leonard Button.

BY JOHN N. BAKER

In October, following 1, W. Bar-
rett’s denth, +1922, The Age-Herald
wus purchased from Mrs. Barrett by
TFrederick I. Thompson, former Gov.
B. B, Comer and Donald Comer.
Thompson became editor and pub-
lisher.

Thompsoh  was & thoroughly

ipingd newepsRer Lan

fore he acquired The Age-Herald he
was editor of The Mobile Daily, The
Mobile News-Ttemm and The Mont-
gomery Journal. Tle still owns The
Montgomery Journal.

When Thompson was editor, The
Age-Herald contributed to the ad-
vancement of many public projects.
(hief among the policies advocated

n, He was born
8 s ks

were the abolition of the convict-
lease system, the strengthening of
the prohibition laws, the efficient

administration of a defined good
roads policy, and the further protec-
tion for the people of Alabama of the
vist  assets presented  in Muscle
Shoals. It also- cooperated in  the
fight to stop the activities of the Ku
Klux Klan, then rampant in Ala-
bama.

On June 1, 1927, there appeared the
following announcement in The Bir-
mingham Age-Herald:

MNotice Of Purchase o

w0 Mareh 7, 1927, the undersigned
purchased the controlling Interest in
The Age-lHerald from Messrs, B B,
Comer, Donald Comer  and . L
Thompson, with their full knowledge
and approval that he was acting in
the interest. of The Blrmingham
News Company, and that the prop-
erty would be turned over to The
News on June 1.

wrPhig duy  the undersigned has
transferred all his rights, title and
& interest in and to The Age-Herald to !
The Birmingham News Company.
These (wo great newspapers 1 be
combined and both will be printed
from the modern plant of The News,

“The combination of The Age-
Herald and The News—The South's
(ireatest Newspaper—ia a notable
event in journalism in the South in
line with the progressive spirit of
this section. The hringing together
of two splendid newspapers brings to
Birmingham many economic ad-
vantages. which will be shared in by
poth readers and business. It iz not
an uncharted sea, but o swell-known
fact that the cpnsolidation, of two
great newspaper properties  will
broaden the influence of each for the
betterment of the community, and in
a llke degree bring a greater meas-
ure of responsibility to the owners
and the management.

‘B D. DEWITT.”

In the same lssue of The Bir-
mingham Age-Herald, namely, June
1, 1927, there appeared this an-
nouncement by Victor H. Hanson.

Assumed Ownership

“Beginning with this {ssue The
Birmingham News formally and pub-
liely assumes ownership and eon-
{trol of The Rirmingham Age-Her-
| ald. Future fssues of the paper will
be printed in and lssued from the
plant of The News. The week-day

'and photographic studios

editions of The Apge-Herald will
continue under the same name., The
| Sunday_edition will be merged with
| the Sunday edition of The News, be-
| ginning with the coming Sunday,
though the consolidated paper will
carry the title lines of both papers.
ks “Every effort will be made to. e
the morning paper ali that Howing -
ham could expect of its ovldest news-
paper, Improvements will be made
from time to time. With a full 24-
hour, seven-day-a-week service of
The Associated Press, in actual oper-
ation for the first time in Birming-
ham, the opportunity for making a
great newspaper, morning, evening
and Sunday, is almost unlimited. By
the past performance of The News,
| the public may judge what the future
of the property is likely to be.
“Without in any way depreciating
the news content of the newspapers,
|rather Improving it in many respects,

numerous economies in operation can

be effected through the use of one
plant instead of two. In addition,
the joint operation will add effleiency
and serve to improve the product.
These economles, according to plans
already well-advanced, will be passed
along to the reading and advertising
publie, through the establishment of
low rates for joint use of the two
papers both by subscribers and ad-
vertisers,

Same High Purposes

‘The same high purposes that have
actuated the management of The
News in the past will be continued.
Increased reaponsibilities to serve the
people of Birmingham and Alabamna
are recognized and appreciated by the
management, with full determination
that the power and influence derived
will be used to serve, but never to
oppress. The only alms and ideals
that shall govern the operatlion of
the properties wiii be to pubiish the
beat poasible newspaper, morning,
evening, and Sunday, and to promote
faithfully and well the development
of Birmingham and of Alabama, ma-’
terially and culturally.”

The present staff of The Birming-
ham Age-Herald s composed of:
Vietor H. [anson, president and pub-
lisher; James 15, Chappell, vice presi-
dent A assistant to the publisher:
John, C. Clark, secretary and treas-
urer; Charles A. Fell, managing edi-
tor; G. (. Biggers, advertising man-
ager; Don R, Davis, circulation man-
ager, and W. A, Carns, mechanical
superintendent. .

Today The News- Age-TTorald
building at 2200 Fourth  Avenue,
North, and s equipment is valued
at approximately one million dollars.

The News-Age-Herald bullding is
divided intn six working floors. The
hasement is occupied Dby the four
huge presses; the business offices are
on the first floor; the balcony is used
for the circulation and classifled ad-
vertising offices, and on the secoud
floor is found the entire editvrial de-
partment,

Puhlisher's Office

The. publisher's office s on Lthe
third floor along with the engravery
and the
display advertiszing offices. The com-
posing room und stereotyping depart-
ment make up the fourth floor.

Two of the presses In the baso-
ment are five-deck (GGOss presses,
with capacitles of TL000 papers an
hour, each up lo 24 pages, or 36,000
an hour, each of from 24 to 40 pages,
The third is o six-unit Scott press,
with a similar capacity.

The other press used by The News-
Age-Herald is a single width, quad-
ruple (ioss press with a capacity
of 36,000 16-puge papers an hour, It
is used exclusively for color work,

The News-Age-Herald also owng
27 linotype machines, 22 of which are
for setting type for news, and the
other five for advertising matter. It
also operates two Ludlow casting
machines and three monotypes.

The equipment of the? composing
room is valued at about $350,000, in-
cluding $16,000 worth of metal used
continually for casting. The engrav-
ery is valued at about $6,000.

Thus, from @ small beginning, dat-
ing back approximately 50 years, The
T liecdneliinn Asesberald has grown
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Sharp Articles Caused By
Court Clash; History
Is Continued / )

e

!, /
Editor's Note: This is the second of &
geries of artleles giving the hlstory of
The Birmingham Age-derald. The third
article will appear In ap jssue of this
i paper at an early date,
i BY JOHN N. BAKER
Less than 10 days after iis ad-
vent, on Aug. 8, 1881, The Daily
Herald clashed in ecourt with The

injunction suit against the former.

This suit was brought about,
acoording to reports, with charges
that The Assoclated Press broke its
contraot with The Age for $2,600 paid
them by The Dally Herald.

In The Birmingham Age of Aug.
'll. 1887, an edlitorlal entitled - “A
Look Ahead,” stated The Age had
been deprived of Aassoclated Press
gervice because of certain efforts of
The Dally Herald, but had estab-
lished private telegraphic conngoc-
tions and would serve the public the

Herald Wins Suit
In connectipn with this same suit,
The Birmingham Age of Aug. 14,
1887, printed a bit of doggerel. It
ran:
"Pocin.r Herald, doomed to tumble and
085,
The same old stone that gathers no
- Mmoss,
If you try to impose on democracy
with such lubber tricks,
You will sure catch it some day like
a thousand of bricks”

But in spite of this prophecy The
Daily Herald did not “ealch it llke
a thousand of bricks.” Instead it
won the injunction suit, and with
the benefit of Assoclated Preas
gervice, improved its paper rapidly.

The Age, on the .other hand,
geemed doomed for failure. Then,
on Nov. 8, 1888, The Birmingham

Article continues| qated to form The Birmingham Age-

onto next page

Age and The Daily Herald consolli-

Herald, a paper which successfully
withstood all competition untll June

1, 1927, when bought br Victor .

Hanson, owner and publisher of The

Birmingham News.

The offices of The Age-Herald,
located at 1818 Hecon Avenue,

arthy
The

Johnston was born in North Caro-

War Beiween the States broke out.

R B 1 § T Una in 1848, THe moved to Alabami
AF I ER A P SER\ ICE Sl II Il when he was 17 and was &ttcndln[.*.l'
L L high school at Talladega when the !

Birmingham Age, the latter filing an|,

X SR AR S ¢ .
wrmninghan .&ge-T]ez'n]a 18

now being published under joint

He served through the war, being
wounded four times,

At the end of the war he returned
to Alabama, studied law al Jackson-
ville, and was admitted to the bitr
in 1866. He then moved to Selma, and
practiced for 17 years.

Johnston moved to Birmingham in
1884 and wus president of The Ala-
bama State Bank for 10 years, ro-!
signing voluntarily in 1894. 3 |

In 1896 Johnston was elected gov- |
ernor of Alabama and was un-!
animously nominated for a second |
term and was elected in 1898,

In 1907 he was elected as a United |
Stotes Senator and then reelected.
Johnston was active in the affairs
of Congress until his death in 1913.

In the early part of 1896, The Daily
Btate bought The Birmingham Age-
Herald at & receiver's sale conducted
by F. V. BEvans. When The Dally
State had absorbed The Birmingham
Age-Herald, the name of the paper
was changed to The Daily BState
Herald. )

Immediately after this purchase, at
the invitation of Gov. Johnston, J. A,
Rountree, Br., until then editer of
The Hartselle Inguirer, moved to
Birmingham and purchased the con-
trolling interest in The Age-Herald
Publishing Co., publishers of “Tho-
Daily State Herald.

Mr, Rountree was born at Hart-
selle, Ala., on March 22, 1867. He
edited The Hartselle Inquirer at the
age of 19 and was active in politics.

He kept his Interests in The Age-
Herald PPublishing Co. until August
1, 1897, when he sold them to E. W.
Earrett. Then he organized the Houn-
tres Publishing Co., Blrmingham,
which he still operates,

This publishing company then pub-
lished The Dixie Iome, & lterary
monthly, and also the Dixie Manu-
facturer, an Industrial magazine
which Ia still belng printed.

In addition, Mr. Rountree is di-
rector-general of the Unlied States
good ruads movement. |

The Dally State Herald of May 17,
1897, sald:

“At u meecting of the directors on
yesterday, Col. Joseph tlodgson, Mo-
bile, tendered his resignation as adi-
tor-in-chief of The Daily State Her-
ald, and Mr, H. M. Wilson, of Tha
Dally State Herald was elected to £l
I:Pa vacancy caused by sald resigna-
tion.

“he said owners ol The  Dadly
State Ierald are: J. W. Tomlinson,
president; J. A. Rountree, general

Wg; Nathan TI. Millp.th X
arg, C.o AT Mountjoy, Ti70 BTN
Joseph Hodgson, C. IL Greer, and
T T Willatt.
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News, but still

regularly
each week

appears
day morning.
Education Urged

During its first few months of
existence, The Age-Herald spent
much time in advocating education
for gipls and later succeaded in spon-
soring the building of the Birming-
ham Girl's Industrial F¥ome. The
rq.par algo continually played up the
mportance- of Birmingham’s nat-
‘ural resources.

The honor of having sold the first
copy of The Birmingham Age-Her-
ald on the streets of Birmingham
belongs to Bob Baker, now a veteran

(| employe ‘'of The Birmingham Hlectric

Com
Roa

Bob Baker carried paper routes on
The Iron Age The Birmingham Age,
and The Daily Herald.

When The Birmingham Age-Her-
ald was founded, according to an ar-
ticle by M. B. Morton, a former re-

ny, and living on the Huffman

'| porter, in The Silver Jubilee Kdition,

Col. W. P, Pinckard was ona of tha
chief stockholders. (Capt. F, P.
O’Brien was general manager; R.
Warnack, business manager; R. H.
Yancey, editor, and W, L. Hawley,
telegraph editor.

‘W. P. Pinckard, in addition to his
.work on The Birmingham Age-Her-
ald, was a lawyer and wag o pioneer
in development of many mills sur-
rounding Birmingham.

Pinckard was horn In Chambers
Ala, MNe graduated from
Howard Colloge, and then studled
vsommercigl  und  constitutional law
at the Unjversily of Virginla,

He was admitted to the Alabama
bar at Opellka and practiced suc-
cessfully for several years. e camsa
to Birmingham in 188¢. e wus the
majority owner and directed the

| policies of The Age-Herald from 1888

to 1884, when he sold his interests

Capt. 1", p. O’Brien was a contrac-
tor, builder and editor, He was born
in 1844 im Dublin, Ireland. He
fought through the War Between tha
Htates and became a captaln in
charge of a group of scouts. e
brought the first steain machinery
for making brick to Birmingham and
had extensive real estata interestms
hera.

The Birmingham Age-Herald prog-
pered from 1888 until 1804 Then, he-
cause of inadequate finances, The
Age-Herald was placed in the hands
of a recelver, ¥. V. Hvans, former
pregident of The Age Publishing
Company.

Another Paper Founded

On March 24, 1895, The Dally Btate
was founded by Joseph ¥F. Johnston
and asspoiutes. The Dally Btate was
founded by Johnston purely for po-
ltipal reasons, and supported the
free gllver wing of the Alabama

' Liegislature, The next year, on this

WILLIAM C. GARRETT
FRANK- V. EVANS
WO MEN associated with the
“ early history of The Birming-
ham Age-Herald are shown
above. It was under them that pub-
lication of The Birmingham Daily
Age was begun b6l years ago. Evans
g gtill lving here, while the widow
of Garrett, who came to Birmingham
as a young lawyer from Greensboro,
in also still a resident of the oity.
Mr. Evans was connected with the
paper intermittently over a long pe-
riod of yeusrs and today is Hving full
of memories and honors ay 2016
Tenth Avenus, South.

platform, Johnston was electod gov-
ernm;ot Alabama. Incidentally, The

i..:lt is _the purpose of its owners
to make The Daily State Iférald the!
leading morning paper of the South.
lts circulation has already grown to
be larger than any other paper in
Alabama and is fast extending in
the adjacent states.”

J. WL Tomlinson, pvesident of The
Daily State Herald in 1807, wus bhorn

in 18b6% at TRussellville,
County, Tennessee,
Mr. Tomlinson bhegan law practice

Jefferson I

in 1883 in Birminghuam. e was
chalrman of the Democratic State
convention In 1808 and in LEO6 and

1900 was a state delegato 1o the Na-

tional Democratlc convention. He ran
for governor of Alabama in 1900,

(To Be Continued Tomorrow)
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NAME OF AGE-HERALD
RESTORED BY BARRETT

i’Air Of Prosperity Added
To Paper By “Front”
Of Publisher

Edttor's Note: This {s the third of a series
of articles glviog the history of The Iiir-
mingham Age-Herald. A fourth will appear
in an early issue of thls paper.

BY JOHN N. BAKER

When E. W. Harrett secured a con-
trolling Interest In The Dally State
Herald In 1898 he pald only $360 In
eash for it, but assumed o large in-
debtedness. Upon assuming control of
The Dally State Herald, he lmmedi-
ately restored the paper's rightful
name, The Blrmingham Age-Herald.

Oscar Underwood, Alabama con-
gressman at Washington then, and
later senator, suggested Birmingham
a8 a *good place for a paper to Bar-
rett, and was thus indirectly the
cause of Barrett's work with The

| Age-Herald,

Barrett came to Birmingham with
a brilliunt record as a newspaper
man, most of it achieved In Wash-
Ington as a correspondent of The
Atlanta Constitution, and other
Southern newspapers. e was sent
to the Orient as . war correspond-
ent for the Japanese-(hinese right.

It was apparent that Barrett he-
Heved The Age-Herald  should as-
sume an air of prosperity, Accord-
ingly, he immediately bought two
beautiful blaclk horses and a Victoria
coach to ride in. As a result the
credit of The Age-Herald and also
his credit grew by leaps and bounds.

Quotes William Ryan

Regarding the condition of The
Age-Herald at the time Barrett pur-
chased it, the writer quotes from an
article by Willlam Ryan, in The
Silver Jubilee Edition of The Age-
Herald.

Mr, Ryan saya: “The plant was
in a ramshackle condition, and it
required extraordinary efforts to get
The Age-Herald back on its feet
once again, and make it a high class,

L&mdqrn newspaper. :

sisted of only four type-setting ma-
chines and a little old press. No one
less optlmlistic or less self-rellant
than Mr. Barrett could have bullt up
the property."”

As the paper grew Barrett saw the
need of selecting good men to help
him. He recalled old friends of his
growing yeara and drafted them to
the paper.

One of these was N. P. T. Finch, a
talented journalist of Atlanta, who
hecame his editor on the new paper
in 1898, When Barrett first got the
smell of printer's ink in his nostrils
he was office boy for Finch on the
Constitution.

Finch then had controlling inter-
est in that mewspaper, with Henry
W. Grady, Sam Jones, Joel Chandler

Harrlg, and others on the editorial
staff, In the late 'nineties, IRinch,
having sold his newspaper stock,

came to Birmingham and for 14 years
—1898—1012—wrote edltorials for
The Age-Herald,

Although Finch was , born and
reared in Pennsylvania, his long resi-
dence in the South, at Atlanta and
Birmingham, really made him a
thorough-going Southerner. He wleld-
ed a vigorous and graceful pen. Dur-
ing thoss first burgeoning vyears
when the United Htates Steel Cor-
poration was sinking Its roots in the
district, Finch was a good editorial
interpreter for that transitional pe-
riod and a prophet of the future for
Birmingham.

Another of Barrett's old friends
‘and associates who helped In the
making of The Age-Herald was Wil-
liam Ryan. Ryan, who came from
Richmond, Va. was editorial writer
and managing editor from 1803 to
1916.

Ryan was quite a character. Ile
was 8 charming person, a fluent talk-
ar, and would leave his managerlal
duties at any time to talk of opera

in old Baltimore and at Rielhmond.
One Recollection |

One recollection that sticks in the|
memory of an associate was how
he toiled wearily up three floors to
the composing room to explain to a
careless proofreader that ‘“to the
manner born” stould be spelled as
Shakespeare spelled it, and not

his asthmatle wheczes, is sald to have
insisted that to use “manor” would
| cause the discriminating to grieve.

Barrett taught Birmingham the use
of hig headlines and an attractive
make-up. In the Silver Jubilee Iidi-
tion of The Age-Herald, Hill Fer-
puson, now a real estate man, and a
former reporter, Says:

“In regard to blg stories and head-
lines, The Age-Herald's time ‘'to
shine’ cume during the Spanish-
Amerlean War in 1588,
a riot of headlines—stories set dou-
ble and triple column, and many ex-
tras.

“The blowing up of the Maine, the
declaration of war, the departure of
Birmingham's own soldiers for ‘the
front’ at Mohile, and Dewey's vieto
at Manila, all afforded excellent op:
portunity for many good stories, and
The Age-Herald supplled them.”

No Monday papers were printed in
| Birmingham during the first 10 years
of The Birmingham Age-Herald's ex-
istence, Bozemun Bulger, sports
writer for The Age-Herald, and a
man who later became baseball edi-

tor for The New York Evenlng
World, says:
“Once 1. W. Barrett and myself

got out an extra on one BSunday.
At that time Mr. Barrett was city
editor on The Age-Herald,. We got
three or four printers together and
managed after much difficulty to
print some papers. The occasion was
a battle somewhere Iin the Phillp-
pines. We had quite a time of it,
and our efforts were well-rewarded
with sales.”

Barrett was very proud of the
make-up of hls paper. The first
page was devoted mainly to foreign
news, the second to state news, and
the fifth to local news, exclusively.

When a local story was of sufficient
importance, however, it was printed
on the first page.

Drug store wdvertising in Birming-

‘“manor’—and the old man, through

There were |

| bam was begun by Barretit, Barrett

[Text for middle column continues on next page. |

JOSEPH F. JOHNSON
JOHN W. TOMLINSON

EN prominent in other lines of
life have been assoclated in

leading ways with the histary
of The Blrmingham Age-Tlerald, One
of them, Joseph F. Johntson, laler
governor and United States senator,
founded in 1885 The Dadly State,
which later absorbed The Age-Tler-
ald, the latter name being vesumed
after a few yvears, however. Mr. Tom-
linson was a lawyer and active In
politles, running unsuecceasfully for
governor in 1900,

e




once commended a4 new drug store
which advertised ity hargains as a
dry goods store would do and the
drug store war was on. The old-
time druggists were out of sympathy
with The Age-Herald, but after they
had gotten in line and had seen the
stimulating effects that berguins and
advertising had on thelr own busi-
nessa they were delighted,
Advertising Rates Low

Advertising rates during The Age-
Herald's early days were ridiculously
low. A common practice in the late
‘nineties was for two of Birming-
ham's largest flrms to take a whole
page for one month.

One firm would run the page three
days a week for $60 g month and
the other would run the page four
days a week for 8756 a montl.

Thus a page in Theo Age-Herald
was bringing a gross sum of $125
a4 month, :

Barrett, in 1910, moved The Age-
Heruld from the ¢ld building on Sec-
ond Avenue to o new building at
2109 Fifth Avenue, North, at that
time one of the best newspaper build-
ings in the South. When he moved
the paper The Age-Herald had nine
type-setting machines and a glant
Scott sextuple eolor deck press,

In 1316 The Ageo-Herakd sponsored |
Lthe building of the Birmingham Y,
M. C. A. and urged improvement of
Negro school buildings in Birming-
ham.,

(To Be Continued Tomorrow)
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